
Criteria 7.2 : Best Practice 1 

1. Title of the Practice: 

Conservation of Energy through Urja Kiran 

2. Objectives of the Practice: 

The main objective was to create awareness among the general public as well as our 

college students and to equip them for efficient management of all forms of energy, to 

promote energy efficiency and energy conservation and to develop new sources of 

energy as well as novel energy technologies with a view to increasing the production 

and facilitating the use of energy on a sustainable basis.  

This was done with the intention in seeking the participating agencies to convene, 

catalyze and facilitate works in the energy conservation related activities in a 

participatory mode across the village of Eramallikkara, which will have a reflection at 

the state too, one day.  

3. The Context: 

Urja Kiran is an Energy Conservation Awareness Campaign led by the Energy 

Management Centre – Kerala (EMC) with the concurrence of BEE, Ministry of 

Power, Govt. of India. The Centre is devoted to the improvement of energy efficiency 

in the State, promotion of energy conservation and encouraging development of 

technologies related to energy through research, training, demonstration programs and 

awareness. The college has implemented some of these programs to raise this energy 

conservation awareness. The program, in general, focused on enhancing 

environmental awareness and fostering critical thinking and problem- solving 

approaches among participants, by helping them to become actively involved in the 

exploration of their immediate environment through understanding certain concepts 

and undertaking some selected activities related to energy conservation, thereby 

utilizing energy effectively. The sole intention was to encourage an approach which 

takes some of these basic ideas into their daily lives and to adapt them to suit their 

local needs at their homes, neighborhood, as well as the college campus. 

4. The Practice: 

The project was formally inaugurated on 02.12.2021 by the then Honourable Minister of 

Fisheries and Culture Sri. Saji Cherian, who addressed the public and enlightened them of the 

need to energy conservation, at Town Hall, Chengannur, after which was a signature 



campaign to conserve energy. This was followed by a rally by the students in and around the 

town, flagged off by the Secretary of Chengannur Muncipality, Mr. Narayanan. 

Lectures were also taken as part of the initiative of energy conservation to workers of various 

units of Kudumbasree, in and around Eramallikkara by the NSS Program officers of the 

college, Dr Athira Sasidharan and Mrs Lavanya M. 

As part of the activities of the Electronics Association, our students are encouraged to 

conserve energy, by utilising them at minimum levels, and thereby promoting alternative 

sources for daily needs. This was accelerated with a project on LED bulb manufacturing, 

where our students were given training in their assembly by purchasing kits of the same and 

assembling them in the Electronics Lab. These LED bulbs were sold to the very students/ 

other students at a small commission, Rs.10/-, which will be given to the student. These bulbs 

were given to the locality by the NSS Program Officers, too, as part of the initiative. 

Higher Educational institutions in India have the unique advantage wherein our students are 

scientifically prone to learning new technologies and are also willing to welcome them with a 

warm heart. Students today have a variety of needs for which their pocket money received 

from home does not break even, and hence a good majority who are not that scientifically 

prone are willing to join the band wagon in the marketing of these consumer goods, after 

their class hours with the intention of not only to earn an extra source of income, but as a 

means to meet more people, as well as to popularise an activity done by their fellow brethren. 

However, the execution of the project was not just cat walk, as it may seem, as numerous 

hindrances and pit falls laid ahead. One of the main constraints was in finding the apt student 

with marketability skills who could induce the idea of replacing branded LED bulbs available 

at Rs 120/- to Rs 150/- in the open market with LED bulbs made by students at Rs 100/-, not 

withstanding the extreme difficulty in making them sell, as most of the people around were 

actually not that welcoming. The main issue was trust in the local brand. And their brand 

loyalty to those established ones in the market, which gives replacement warrantee, if within 

a year of purchase. There were even wide opposition from electrical shop owners in the 

neighbourhood and local electricians, who were afraid in encouraging the replacement of a 

branded product with a lab product. 

5. Evidence of Success 



Though trough incessant effort, and the power of patience, presence of mind of our students 

of the marketing team, and students of our technical team who were ever ready to clear any 

doubt raised by any customer, and our motto to replace faulty LED bulbs with brand new 

ones, we could manage in giving away the manufactured units among students as well as the 

near neighbourhood. 

The study here indicates that our students, if harnessed based on their strengths, are willing to 

undertake new projects, provided it turns out to bringing them some pocket money in the 

bargain. Students today have an interest in marketing, as it gives them the opportunity in 

horning their inherent skill in taking, and their mental joy in meeting new people, and in 

discussing daily activities, and in making friends. 

6. Problems Encountered and Resources Required: 

The main problems encountered have already been discussed earlier. Others were in getting 

the technically skilled students, to actually do the assembly from the kits purchased, which 

did have defective items, which turned out to be a loss, as the supplier, who purchases in bulk 

would not replace them. Finance too was a constraint, in starting the ship, as this involved 

time, patience, and energy, as this was done after college hours, as regular classes could not 

be sabotaged.  

 



 

Honourable Minister of Fisheries and Culture Sri. Saji Cherian addressing the public 

 



 

Sri. Saji Cherian participating in the Signature Campaign to conserve energy 

 

Chengannur Municipal Secretary Mr. Narayanan flagging off the rally 

 

 



NSS Program Officer, Mrs Lavanya M taking energy conservation class to Kudumbasree 

members 

 

NSS Program Officer, Dr Athira Sasidharan flagging off the distribution of LED bulbs by our 

students to Kudumbasree workers 

 


